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The Teacher’s Ears | Angela Freed

Effective teachers hearnotonly with
their ears—they hear with their hearts.
What kind of hearingis that?

Heart-hearingis focused.
Inthe whirland twirl of the classroom,
effective teachers discipline their
minds and ears to focus onthe student
whoistalking. Heart-hearing means
quieting the clamor of the mind (As soon
as she’s done talking, | must catch Nelson’s eye
as | cruise over to see what Amy is drawing).
Itis absorbing what the studentis
saying by keeping steady eye contact
and letting facial expressions mirror
aresponse. Itis replying with good
follow-up comments and questions.

“I'made ahunting song on Saturday.”

“A songwriter! That’s something |
didn’tknow aboutyou.”

“Well, madeitfromasongyou

already know.”

Evoke the Fifth
Amendment
Ateacherlearnsto
extend due process
to herstudents.
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“Really? Which one?”

“Itgoes, ‘Lift your joyful voices high.’
Except|madeitsay, ‘Lift yourjoyful
shotguns high.””

“That would fit hunting better. What
other words did you write?”

“I kept ‘Ringing clear through earth
and sky’the same, butthen|changedit
to, ‘Letthelittle pellets fly. Pheasants
die.”

“Very creative. Willyousingit the
nexttimeyou hunt?”

“Justinmy mind, or I'll scare the
pheasants.”

Heart-hearingis perceptive.

Usually, the things children say reveal
thebarestglimpsesintotheirinner
life. An effective teacherlearnstoread
hidden messages, to ask questions,
andtonoticethetinyindicatorsinthe
answers as to whatis really going on.

Masters of
Disguise
Learnabout
camouflage and
the creatures
thatuseit.
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Nelson sighs heavily as he begins his
test. His teacher pauses, looks at him,
andasks, “Everything okay?”

“It’ssuchalongtest.”

“You didan excellentjob ononethe
same size yesterday.”

“Yes,butlwasn’tsotiredthen.”

“You're tired now?”

“Well,my head hurts.”

“Justyour head?”

“Mythroathurtstoo.Canlgetmy
coat? I'mfreezing.”

Heart-hearingis reflective.
Heart-hearing doesn’t stop whenthe
students stop talking. Inthe quiet of
after-school-hours, effective teachers
reflect over what they overheard
that day.

“He canruninthe hall,andit’s fine.
Butwhenever | do,the teacher makes
me go back and walk.” I need to watch
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myself and check if I'm enforcing my
rules consistently.

“I hate staying overnight at my
grandpa’s house because my uncle
does such badthings to me whenever
we’re alone.” | better ask the principal what
I should do about this one.

“Iwishlwas ababyagain. Then
| couldjust play whenIgethome.|
wouldn’t have to do all this work.”

[ should find out how much homework this
child has.

Effective teachersalsoreflect back
tothe students what they have heard
them say.

“Idon’tlike math.”

“You don’tlike the good grades you
get?”

“Ilike my grades; ljust don’t like doing
math.”

“What part of doing it don’t you
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like—the adding, the subtracting, the
clocks,the money?”

“Well, I like allthose.But | can’thurry
whenldoit. Assoonas | hurry, | get
stuff wrong.”

“So,youlike math, butyouwantto
hurry and getthings right at the same
time.”

Heart-hearingis discerning.
Noteverymomentisahearing
moment. Timeis alimited commodity,
and sometimes effective teacherstell
their students, “l enjoy hearing your
thoughts, but we have only twenty
minutes left,and youneedto doyour
assignmentyet.” Or, “Tell me that story
atlunchtime.”

Additionally,teachers sometimes
have that sixth sense of what students
wanttosay. Ifateacher cantellbythe

Evoke the Fifth Amendment | Lucy A. Martin

Ihadn’t been hiredyet, but when the third-grade teacher
retired, | assumedthe schoolboard would slip meinto that
position. When at my interview the board chairman said,
“We have a position foryouin Grade 9. Will you take that

position?” My mouth turned dry.

When | said, “Yes,” | walked out of that room with

weighted shoulders.

The news spread quickly. Afterthe shock waves settled,

the advice flowedin. One piece took firm rootin my mind.
“You’llhave Vincent. Watch him! He’s a corker. Sit on him!”
Iread books about classroom management, how to

style of handwaving or by the student’s
expressionthat what she’s going to
sayis not profitable,itis well within
his jurisdiction to shake his head and
motion the studentback to work.
Whenyourheartlearnsto
hearalong withyourears, your
effectiveness will expand.

Angela found her own years of schooling
difficult, so a lifework of education was
not her dream. It still shocks her that
she has taught for thirteen years—
eleven in traditional classrooms and two
in ESL environments—in addition to
working for two curriculum publishers,
including Christian Light. She currently
lives and teaches in northern Utah.
When she is not teaching or writing

or editing, she enjoys exploring Utah’s
canyons and deserts with

her friends.

handle the class clown, the classic bully,and the confirmed
mischief-maker. On every page | saw Vincent.

llistenedto veteranteachersandaddedevery crumb of
counsel they offered to the risingrampart of defense against

theinvincible Vincent.

Allthrough the August heat,up and down the long rows

of limabeans, | set upimaginary scenarios. Always, Vincent

Vincent.

performed frontstage. Meanwhile, | was preparing. Sit on
him? | would stomp onthe very first sprout of vice from

“Ninth graders have heads of their own, you know,” the



principal warned at my orientation session.

Inodded my own head, and that night | bowed my head
and once again prayed for wisdom to meet the Vincents that
might await me.

Butasthefirstday neared, the maelstrom ofimmediate
preparations swamped all Vincent worries. When Day One
finallyarrived, | was so dizzied by the whirl of English and
algebraclassesandsoabsorbed with learning the cause
and cure of hyperventilation, that | totally forgot to look for
Vincent.

Atthe end of thefirstfive days, | was abit lightheaded
andbreathless. Onlythendid | remember Vincent. Vincent!
There were Allenand Ryan who bouncedinto my classroom
daily with the eighth-grade algebra students. Allthe notes
Ihadtakenin preparation for Vincent would come in handy
forthem, but Vincent?

Each day he entered the ninth-grade homeroomin
admirable decorum, dark cowlicks newly plastered down,
agate eyes glinting, his south-of-the-border voice drawling
outgrammar answers. What had happened to the whirling
vortex of Vincent who had appeared on everyone’s storm
watch? Was the eye of the storm deceiving me? Had summer
matured him? Had parentalinstructions on how to obey
tender-eyedteachers tamed him? Was God answering my
prayers? Of that, | was certain.

Oh, Vincentwasn’t picture-perfect. Neither were his
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classmates,and neither was their teacher as she floundered
through the shoals and shallows of afirstyear.

One moment which stands outinboldreliefin my
memoryisthe morning Vincent placedin my hands a neatly
typed copy of “In His Keeping.”

“Sangitinfamily worship thismorning,” he explained,
“andIthoughtithadalot of feminine rhymesinitlike we’ve
beenstudying.”

“Say, this does have a lot of feminine rhymesinit,” lagreed.
I was delighted.

His facelitup at my pleasure. But I doubt he graspedthe
full source of my delight and wonder. Before me stood the
antagonist of every script my imagination had conjured
during the previous summer—avillain turned hero.

we

Day advances, labor bringing,”” I read.
“/Care, her mantle’round me flinging,

“Yet midstall my soul keeps singing,

“lamin His care.”

“Thank you, Vincent. Thisis an excellent example of
femininerhymes. I'llread itin English class today.”

As | laidthe paper on my desk,a sense of God’s keeping
washed over me. | pictured God sending His angel to shut
the mouths of the lions that might have devoured a first-
yearteacher. Yetthe lionsin my vision were not students.
They were the false fears that had prowled through my

imagination, snarled around my shaking knees.



Continued from page 3

Ofallthat first year taught me, this lessonranks near the
top. Never allow today’s lions of fear to tear up tomorrow. Don’t
trust doomsayers’ weather reports. Waste no time worrying
aboutstudents wholook or sound threatening.

Never allow today’s lions of fear
to tear up tomorrow.

Inthe followingyears, | gradually learned athree-stage
approachtosuchthreats, real orimagined—pray, trust God,
andevokethe fifthamendmentto the Constitution. To
restatetheamendmentin very simple terms, every person
is considered innocent untilheis proven guilty. When |
followedthis three-pronged strategy, | reaped a threefold
benefit.

First, have often found that the stormy Vincents | saw on
the horizon were only mirages,and | spared myself hours of
needlessagony over nonexistenttrouble.

Secondly, by refusingtoworry aboutthe storms onthe
horizon, | have avoided a mindset that would have churned
up its own thunderheads. When we expecttrouble, students
generally live up to our expectations.

Thirdly, for the storms which have actually arrived—
and some have—I have at least enjoyed calm before the
storms which enabled me to face their fury sensibly and with
more sane responses. Notall Vincents have turned tame
before my eyes. Realasrain have been some of the rowdier
temperaments thatjoined my class. But hand-wringing fails
while hand-folding without wrath or doubting equips for any
task.

If some Vincentis veering toward you inthe coming
schoolterm,don’tdrown your summerin dread. Pray for him.
Trust God and evoke the fifthamendment.

This year is Lucy’s 36th term of teaching eighth graders at
Paradise Mennonite School in Hagerstown, Maryland. In
addition to eighth-grade subjects, she enjoys teaching high school
home economics and art classes.

Reprinted and adapted from LightLines Vol. 21, No.#6,
May 2001

Ask Another i question-answer space for teachers. Teachers are invited to pose

questions on school-related subjects, offer responses to questions, or reply to responses. (LightLines

will occasionally assign questions to experienced teachers for their qualified response.) Send questions
or responses by email to lightlines@christianlight.org or by mail to LightLines Editor, P.O. Box
1212, Harrisonburg, VA 22803. (Try to limit responses to fewer than 400 words.)

Question: What advice do you have for teachers teaching
siblings or for teachers teaching their own children? (We
especially solicitresponses from former students who had
eitherasiblingoraparentasateacher.)

Answer: | really enjoyed Dadas my teacher. These are some
things that my dad followed:

1. Treatyour childasone of the students. Forexample,
information that you have not shared with the class
should notbe shared withyour childathome. It could
be somethingassimple as whenthe next fun thingis or
where you are going onthe schoolfield trip. This will keep
everyoneonthesamelevel.

2. Donotaskyourchildforadvice onhowtohandlea

classmate.
Continued on last page
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Outdoor Classroom

Masters of Disguise | Ken Kauffman

Now you see them; now you don’t.
Didyouever getthe uncanny feeling
thatsomething thatyoudon’tsee,
seesyou? Orhaveyoueverstaredata
certain something,andthen suddenly
itwas there? The following masters

of disguise have fooled predators,
successfully hunted prey, and surprised
many humans.

Tawny Frogmouth

A native of Australia, this nocturnal,
short-flight bird gets top prizes for
beingnearly undiscoverable. They are
sonamed because some of their sub-
species have a reddish-brown coloring
ratherthanagrayish one,sotheyare
considered “tawny.” Their wide, hook-
tippedbeaks are usedto catch bugsand

actually dolook rather frog-mouthed.

Mimic Octopus

The mimic octopus, although smaller
thantwofeet,includingits tentacles,
is quite accomplishedin the realm of
disguise. It can change its shape, color,
and behaviortoimitate other sea
creatures. Foundinthe shallow waters
of Indonesia, this octopus frequently
takes onthe appearance of seasnakes,
butitcanalsomasqueradeasupto
seventeen other marine creatures.

Its talent for mimicry helpsitevade
predatorsandto confuse potential
threats as wellastoambush prey.

Stick Caterpillar

The stick caterpillaris an expertat
disguise,resemblingatwigso well
that predators are often fooled. Found
inforests around the world, its thin

elongated body almost perfectly
imitates a broken twig. This mimicry
is vital forits protection, asit spends
most of its life motionless to avoid
detection. The stick caterpillar’s
camouflage allowsittosurvivein
aworld of threats, showing that
sometimes, the best defenseis simply
blendingin. Unsurprisingly, stick
caterpillars are thelarval form of the
peppered moth, which are themselves
masters of disguise.

Wrap-Around Spider

The phototells youallyoureally need
toknow. The wrap-around spider,
endemic to Australiaand other parts
of Oceania, hasaconcave belly that
allowsitto flatten aroundthe curve of
atreebranchtoavoidbeingspotted by
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hungry birds. During the day, the wrap-
around spider will sithappily, hugging its
tree branch, undisturbed, but once the sun
sets, itrapidly constructs an orb-shaped
web to catchits prey. At dawn, it destroys
itswebandreturnstoits “I'mjust part of
thetree”act.

Pygmy Seahorse

Reachingonlya couple of centimeters
from nose tip totail, the pygmy seahorse
isthe world’s smallest seahorse. But their
tiny sizeis nottheir only distinguishing
feature. They grow calcified bumps
ontheirbodiesto match the coralthat
surroundstheminthereefs of southeast
Asia. Their size and amazing ability to
camouflage seamlessly into their tropical

A
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coralreefhabitat meanstheyare
seldom detected. Ifthey drifttoa
different colored coral, their color will
changetoblendinonce more.

Teacher,be suretotell your students
thatthere’salotmoretolearnabout
these amazing and specially designed
creatures. Inadditionto the ones
mentioned, they mightalso study
decorator crabs, snowy ptarmigans,
arctic hares, leafinsects, stonefish,
walking sticks, eastern screech owls,
dead leaf mantises,and many birds.

Ken is the husband of one, a father of
six, a grandfather of twelve, services
manager at Christian Light, and the
editor of LightLines. He enjoys studying

and sharing about the Creator and His \

creatures.

32 Tawny Frogmouth Facts:

Cute and Camouflaged (Podargus
strigoides) | JustBirding

9 creaturesthatare masters of
disguise |BBC Earth

14 Animals That Are Masters of
Disguise - Animeld

Wikipedia

www.sciencing.com
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Quebec Schools Require Formal Language to Promote
Respect (1/5/26)

Under new civility rules, Quebec students are now required
to use formallanguage when addressing teachers and other
school staff. In English-language schools, students must
usetitles suchas Mr.or Ms.,whereasin French-language
schools, they must use the formal vous rather thanthe
informaltu. According to the government, the rule is meant
toreinforce respect by clearly defining the relationship
between students and educators. Supporters,including
parent groups,schooladministrators,and language experts,
say formallanguage helps establish boundaries, reminds
students of classroom hierarchy, and teaches social skills
thatapply laterinlife. CBC

Pushed Through. Changing Standards?
Oneinfouryoungadultsacrossthe United States is
functionally illiterate—yet more than half have earned high
school diplomas,accordingtorecently released data. The
number of 16-to 24-year-olds reading at the lowest literacy
levelsincreased from 16%in 2017 to 25%in 2023, according
tothe National Center for Education Statistics in partnership
with other agencies.

This means that 5 millionyoung adults, equivalentto the
population of Alabama, could understand the basic meaning
of short texts (restaurant menus, etc.) but could not analyze
long reading materials, according to an analysis by the
American Institute of Research.

Buteven more troubling was their finding that while
the percentage of young adults with high school diplomas
increased from 50 percentto 55 percent between 2017 and
2023, thatgroup also saw the largest decreasein
scores on tests measuring literacy skills.

Experts blame different things,
butitseems obvious that
students are being

sogical Meanderings

pushedthrough their schoolyears withoutacquiringthe
needed literacy skills. There also seems to be a changing
standard of what level of literacy is needed now that technology
can provide information without people having to think and read
discerningly. (Editor emphasis)
https://www.the74million.org/article/many-young-
adults-barely-literate-yet-earned-a-high-school-diploma/

What’s New

Associated with this mailingis aninsert: “What’s New at
Christian Light.” This information could be helpful in ordering
curriculum for nextfall. (Also remember that schools receive
a 5 percentdiscount for ordering before June 30.)

Teacher Training Course

Onthe otherside of the “What’s New” paperis a summary
of Christian Light’s Teacher Training sessionsin 2025 and an
advance notice of the training courses planned for 2026. This
courseis uniqueinthe Anabaptist schoollandscapeinthatit
isjustthat,acourse. Itis usefulandinstructive for teachers
using any curriculum, not only Christian Light’s.

Antsy
Here’s something that will astound your students. Additionally, it will
give you a chance to teach the difference between mass and weight.

There are about 20 quadrillion ants onthe planet.
That’s 20 thousand million million orin numerical form
20,000,000,000,000,000 (20 with 15 zeroes). This means
thatants exceed the mass of all the world’s birds and wild
animals combined and are equal to about one-fifth of the
total weight of earth’s humans.

theconversation.com
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THE POWER OF

Playful Instruction | Jonas Sauder

Is classroom learning play, oris it work? Play provides
pleasureinthe activity itself, while work is pursuedfor its
endresult. We put puzzles together because the activity
itselfis pleasurable, but we mow the lawn to control the
grass. As previous articles of this series have noted, play is
the serious “work” of childhood:it’s how children explore
andlearn how tointeract with their world.

The major purpose of formal education is for children
tolearnabouttheir world, whichincludes developing the
skills needed to continue learning on their own: observing,
thinking, reading, writing, and calculating. Formal education
does have a definite goal; that’s why we talk about doing
schoolwork, which sometimes includes homework. But many
factors that stimulate play can also motivate students to
learninthe classroom. Skillfulteachers can engage their
studentsin playful work. Following are some suggestions on
how to make the spirit of play an effective part of classroom
teaching.

» Curiosity. What’s underthisrock? How canluseagrass
blade to make aloud noise? Can I make this stone skip
across the water instead of sinking? Questions like these
drive childrento discover things about their world.

Presenting new lessons as questions for discovery can
capture students’ attention and motivate themto follow
explanations,readlessons, carry outresearch, or conduct
experimentsto find the answers.

» Does water expand whenitfreezes? If so,is the
expansion strong enough to break a water-filled jar?
What about a steel water bottle? Is there any type
of closed container strong enough to withstand the
pressure of freezing water from splittingit open? Let’s
findout.

» Doallrectangular shapes with the same perimeter
have the same area? What’s the length and width of the
largest rectangular gardenyou can make with 100' of
fencing? The smallest?

» The —oughin bough and through do not have the same
sound. What words canyouthink of that make other
sounds with —ough? How many different sounds in
total?

» Ifyou could place the highest mountain peakinthe
worldintothe deepest ocean, wouldit stick out of the
water? If not,how deep would the water be over the
peak?

» Competition. Children enjoy friendly racing, climbingthe
highest, or completingthe most work.

Eagernessto compete can motivate many classroom
tasks. Competition can be funandinvigorating, butit
candiscourage slower children unless they also have
opportunities toachieve success. One varianton
competition is competing with yourself at some task, such
asamathspeeddrill.



» When given flash card drills, students cantry to collect
the mostflash cards by sayingthe answer first. Or the
first personto say the answer canstandinthe front of
theline.

» Thefirst persontofindthe correct wordinadictionary
oragiven Bible verse stands up.

» Small groups can compete with each other. Many
review activities in preparation for tests use some form
of group competition.

» Individuals can compete with themselves by tryingto
bestyesterday’stimeinaspeeddrill.

» Imagination and creativity. Theinterestand energy that
goesinto playinginasandboxor playing house canbe
harnessed for many types of school learning experiences.

» Students canbuild models orreplicas: an Indian
village,abamboo house, the Israelites’ tabernacle, ora
topographical map.

» Artclasses thrive onimaginative creation: sculpting
things from play dough, chalk drawing, toothpick
sculpture, mixing colors, or arranging displays of things
foundinascavenger hunt.

» Children can make up new tunes, write additional
versesto existing songs, or write their own songs on

themes from nature, the weather, or daily activities.

» Envisionanewbusinessyou couldstartup

by becomingan entrepreneur. What

niche market canyouimagine?
Whatwouldyouneedtostartit
up (money, equipment, space),
how wouldyou advertise it,
and how woulditwork?

involve real-life applications are inherently interesting to
schoolchildren.

» Choosearecipefor cookiesand double allthe
ingredients. Or make small batches, leaving a different
ingredient out of each batch to discover how it affects
theresults.

» Imagine youare afarmer. Figure the profit you could
make from purchasing a dozen young piglets and
fatteningthemfor market. Determine all costs:
starting cost, utility costs, feed costs, veterinarian
costs,andsoon.

Ordothesameforatruck crop,suchasraisingan
acre of strawberries.

» Bringempty cans,boxes, and packages to school
andsetupastore. Price the items. Make play money
and have someone actas cashier. The students can
purchase things, pay for them, and learnto make
change.

= Constructa Contraption. Have the students planand

builda contraptionthat...

» Burstsaballoonasthefinalact of two orthree trigger
events. Trigger events couldinclude a ball rollingdown
anincline,a candle burningthrough a string, water
dripping fromabottle tofilla counterweight,and so on.

» Accepts cards with matching facts (states/capitals,
inventors/inventions, explorers/destinations) and
sounds abuzzerorlights upwhenawireisusedto
connectthe correctanswers.

» Challenges eye-hand coordinationin some way.

Formal education does require work, whether we enjoy

itor not. Butallfields of learning offer fascinating questions
» Role-play the adult world. and stimulating activities that can harness the power of

Childhood play often mimics play. Skillful teachers learnto take advantage of these

adultactivities: playing nurse, opportunities.
teacher,auctioneer, storekeeper
orfarmer. Questions, problems,

andprojects that Jonas Sauder invested forty years in Christian

school teaching and administration. He works
part time in curriculum development and service
projects for Christian Light. He and his wife
Rebecca live near Lancaster. They have five
children, four daughters-in-law, and nineteen
grandchildren. Jonas enjoys teaching, gardening,
and poetry.
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End of Term Checklist

O Update student permanentrecords—grade averages,
attendance records, achievement testresults, etc.

O Takeinventory of classroom supplies and report needs to
appropriate personnel.

O Ordersuppliesand curriculum early. Give ample time to
check ordersand correcterrors before school starts.

O Cleanand organize your classroom,includingthe
contents of desks, cabinets,and closets. Put textbooks
and supplementary materials in their proper place.

O Addnotesinyourteachernotebook or planner that will
assistyou (or the nextteacher) nextterm.

O Writereminders to yourself. Interesting how much you
canforgetifyou’re goneacouple months.

O Have yourroom and materials ready enough thatanother
teacher doesn’thave to start entirely from scratch.

O Allotsufficienttime duringthe summerto study and
prepare materials and possibly work through some
coursesinadvance.

O Enrollnew staff (or current staff that need aboost) in
summer teacher events such as Christian Light’s teacher
training course and otherregionalinstitutes and teacher
developmentevents.

O Peruse Christian Light’s Classroom Manual or Handbook
for Creative Teaching (Rod and Staff)) or other books like
The First Days of School (Wongand Wong) for ideas and
inspirations.

O Prayforyourpersonal developmentand preparation and
foryourstudents during the summer.

Tips for Ordering Christian Light Materials

O Orderearly. School orders placed between April 1 and
June 30receive a 5% discountif the subtotalis $1,000 or
more. If paymentaccompanies the order,you may deduct
an additional 2%.

O Orderextras. Anextrastore of LightUnits often comesin
handy andalleviates crises.

O Beinformed. Look throughthe Christian Light catalog.
Orderallnecessary Teacher’s Guides, supplementary
materials,and new editions that you will need.

O Considerrestockingyourlibrary. Schoolaccountsreceive
a10% discount on books that Christian Light publishes.

O Order online at www.christianlight.org, or by email, mail,
fax,or phone. Forlarge curriculum orders, use a digital
orwritten orderto speedthe process andto help with
accuracy. Be sure tologintoyourschool account when
ordering online so correct discounts are applied.

O Ifyourshippingaddressis setup withaloadingdockand
forklift toreceive pallets, please indicate that orders can
come by truck by checkingthe box onyour order form.

O Provide ashippingaddress where someone will be
presenttoreceive the order.
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A

3. Joininonthe games.lknow youmight feelslightly old,
butlenjoyed playing with my dad.
4. Overall,enjoy spending the days with your child because
itisaunique situationand can be alot of fun.
—Alabama

Answer: | hadtenstudents ranging from 2ndto 12th grades.
Ofthosetenstudents, four of them were my siblings and
five of them were my first cousins. | was a little scared about
how things would go,but we hada GREAT year! |wenton
toteachatotal of fourteenyears at this school where my
youngest brotheris now principal. | feel very honoredto have
graduated all my siblings!

Here areafewthings that | feel were beneficialinthe
outcome being positive.
» Allthe parents weretotally supportive.

= |wasknownas Miss W atschooltoallthe students,

related or not.

» My parents “drewaline” between schooland home. | was
sisterathome, notteacher.

» | didn’t help withhomework athome.

» Mysistersand|nolongersharedabedroom.

[From the younger brother]

My dad did avery goodjob setting the authority structure
straight before my sister started teaching. “She’s your sister
athomebut has fullauthority asteacherat school.” She
didwellinassuming responsibility and authority. She first

Ask Another (continued from page 4)

startedteachingmein 3rd grade and by 7th or 8th I told her
thatshe couldn’t quittill | graduated. (It was years after |
graduated that she quit.)

Inmy friend’s situation, it seemed as though his teacher dad
tendedtoholdthe barinacademics and behavior higher for
his sonthanfor the other students. This didn’t turn out so well.

—Pennsylvania

Answer: Therearetwo ditches thatteacher-parents face—
favoritismand being extrastrict. |advocate foraslightly
higher degree of strictness for one’s own children because
perception can sometimes be asimportantas reality.
Afewtips:
= Separate the classroom from the suppertable.
» Keepyourteacher manuals, etc.away fromyour children.
= Beawarethattensions fromthe classroomtendto spillinto
the home, and vice versa.
—Fromatalk by ateacherin Ohio

Next Question: How should | respond to a third-grade student that
doesn’t respect authority? (I suspect he was “gentle parented.”) Note:
If you'd rather respond with observations on how “gentle parenting”
manifests in the classroom, and how to deal with it, please feel free.

Please reply by May 15, 2026. Answers will be printed in a future
issue of LightLines. Please respond with answers or new questions by
email to lightlines@christianlight.org, by fax to 540-433-8896,
or by mail to LightLines, P.0. Box 1212, Harrisonburg, VA 22803.
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