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“If thou wilt . . . give unto thy handmaid a man child, 
then I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his 
life.” Hannah’s prayer recognized a reality that all godly 
parents must accept: Our children are not our own, but 
a precious gift from God.

The psalmist says our children are a heritage (inheri-
tance) from the Lord. These gifts come packaged with 
few specific instructions and are a tremendous respon-
sibility. How many of us think as we hold our newborn 
child—a tiny, living, blank slate with no concepts, convic-
tions, or creeds—that the person he will become largely 
depends on our stewardship of this incredible gift?

Research suggests that the most formative years are from 
birth through the school years. “Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it” (Proverbs 22:6). The poet Alexander Pope echoed 
this when he said, “As the twig is bent, so grows the tree.”

The tender tips of a tree branch are soft and pliable for 
only a time. Another year, another season, and those tips 
begin to harden. So it is with the seasons of our children’s 
lives. Year after year, layer upon layer, the character of 
their lives is formed. God has entrusted parents 
to participate with Him as “twig benders,” the 
influence that shapes and forms the people 
they will become.

Practically, what are some ways this bending 
takes place? The old adage “more is caught 
than taught” is so true. We must model what 
matters and practice what we preach. We 
cannot bend children into shape if we are 
constantly “bent out of shape”!

Remember that character is key. Try to synchronize 
academic lessons with life lessons. More important than 

straight A’s is a straight life, characterized by honesty, 
diligence, and respect for authority.

Our children are the Lord’s, and therefore the glory 
belongs to Him. We must guard against using our children 
and their education to boost our own social standing. This 
is especially relevant in our social media-driven society. 
We need to ask, “What is motivating me as a parent?”

Finally, we need to admit that our efforts are bumbling 
at best. We need to humbly ask the One who created our 
children for His help in this task. The need is great, and 
the time is short. We say at times, “I wish you would just 
grow up,” and all too soon we wake up to realize that is 
just what happened.

Bending Twigs
Wendell Martin



New Science Course for 4th Grade

Course Components
1 Textbook $42.95
5 LightUnits $23.00
1 Answer Key $8.65 
1 Quiz & Test Answer Key $3.75

pant to cool down. Humans, birds, and many land animals are warm-blooded.
Classifying by Design 

Scientists classify ani mals by their body char-
acteristics, or design. Animals with backbones are 
called vertebrates. A vertebrate is any animal with a skeleton inside its body. The skeleton includes 
a backbone that protects the spinal cord and a 
hard skull that protects the brain. Scientists have 
classi fied about 40,000 kinds of vertebrates. 

Some vertebrates, such as goats and deer, are 
covered with hair and live on land. Oth er vertebrates, such as crocodiles and fish, live in the water. Still 
others, such as frogs and toads, spend part of their 
lives in the water and part on land. Birds are verte-
brates with a special design that allows them to fly.

Many kinds of animals do not have backbones. These animals are called invertebrates, and scien-
tists have classified more than one million kinds. 
Examples of invertebrates include earthworms, 
spiders, ants, squids, and sponges.

A skeleton gives a horse’s body its shape.

A hard shell protects a  
crayfish’s body.
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Choose an animal such 
as a beaver, porcupine, 
or otter  Make a list in 
your Nature Notebook 
of the foods it eats  
Then identify the 
animal you chose as a 
herbivore, carnivore, 
or omnivore  

Study Questions
1.4

1. How are carnivores and 
omnivores alike? How are  
they different?

2. Are humans warm-blooded 
or cold-blooded?

3. What is the difference 
between a vertebrate and an 
invertebrate?

4. What would happen if all 
animals were herbivores?

A hermit crab has no backbone and no shell of its own. Most hermit crabs move into empty seashells. Once they outgrow a shell, they look for a larger one.

The bodies of invertebrates come in a huge va-
riety. Most insects have wings that allow them to 
fly. Jellyfish are soft and squishy and float along 
with ocean currents. Sea stars and sand dollars 
are covered with hard spines, while clams, oysters, 
and snails are protected by hard shells. 

As you study groups of animals, you will learn 
about their diets, type of body temperature, and 
more importantly, the design of their bodies. What 
a won derful variety of animals God has designed!
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Soft-Bodied Mollusks 

The mollusk family includes a variety of creatures, 

such as snails, slugs, clams, oysters, octopuses, and 

squids. Many mollusks live in the ocean or in shal low 

water near the shore, but some live in damp places 

on land. Mollusks have soft bodies and a mantle that 

holds their inside organs. Most mollusks pro duce a 

liquid that forms a hard shell around their mantle. 

This shell grows as the mollusk grows. 

A snail is a mollusk with a spiral-shaped shell 

and one strong foot. As it crawls, it produces slime 

that helps it glide along. Snails live in almost any 

habitat and eat all kinds of food.

An octopus is also a mollusk, but it is very differ-

ent from a snail. Its soft body has no shell, allowing 

it to squeeze through tiny cracks and holes. Rows 

of suction cups line each of its eight arms, helping 

it catch prey, attach to rocks, and crawl along the 

ocean floor. An octopus swims by drawing in water 

Did You Know

Octopuses are more 

intelligent than 

other invertebrates  

They can solve 

puzzles, find their 

way through difficult 

mazes, and even 

identify shapes and 

colors 

Octopuses have 

unique ways 

of hiding from 

predators  They 

can change color 

to match their 

surroundings or curl 

up to look like a rock 

and slowly drift away 

with the current 

Octopuses eat crabs, snails, and small fish.

Sea star
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and then shooting it out through a tube. The force 

of the water pushes the octopus along, much like air 

escaping from a balloon shoots the balloon forward.

Spiny Sea Stars 

Sea stars belong to a group of invertebrates that 

also includes sea urchins and sand dollars. Sea stars 

are protected by a hard outer skin covered with 

spines or bumps. They have five or more arms that 

make them look like stars, and while they are often 

called starfish, they are not fish. The underside of 

each arm is lined with rows of tube feet that help a 

sea star breathe, move, and catch food. If a sea star 

loses an arm, it can grow a new one. Some sea stars 

can even grow a new body from just one arm! 

Stinging Jellyfish 

Jellyfish are part of a group that includes sea 

anemones (ə neʹ mə nēz) and corals. A jellyfish has 

a soft body shaped like a bell or an umbrella, and its 

mouth is located on the underside of its body. Jelly-

fish have two layers of skin with a jellylike material 

Sea star Jellyfish
Clam

Chapter 3 45

From magnetism to machines, from animals to astronomy, 
this five-unit Science course engages students with 
information about God's wonderful creation.

Unit 1
The Wonder of Science and Animals
Vertebrates: Animals With Backbones
Invertebrates: Animals Without Backbones

Unit 2
Characteristics of Plants
Benefits From Plants
Trees and Tropical Plants

Unit 3
The Earth Close Up
The Atmosphere of Earth
Astronomy: The Wonder of the Heavens

Unit 4
Matter
Force, Friction, and Simple Machines
Energy and Heat

Unit 5
Sound
Light
Magnetism and Electricity



High School Biology
Coming in June 2025
Biology is the systematic study of what we have 
learned about living things since Creation and how 
this knowledge can be used to benefit others. 

Throughout history, man has used his knowledge of 
living things to provide food and shelter, cure dis-
eases, and invent new technologies. In addition to 
its practical uses, studying biology draws us to God. 
Through its complexity, order, and beauty, nature 
proclaims its all-knowing and perfect Creator. 

Christian Light’s brand-new Biology course teaches 
students how living things function both internally 
and within their environments. It surveys the 
main groups of living things and discusses the 
characteristics, physiology, life cycle, and ecology 
of each group. 

Real-life examples, interesting sidebars, and over 
eleven hundred photos and illustrations in the 
textbook help make Biology a class to anticipate. 

Ten LightUnits contain exercises that help students 
comprehend and retain concepts taught in the 
textbook. The LightUnits include quizzes and tests, 
as well as instructions for lab assignments.

Course Components
1 Textbook $69.50
10 LightUnits $46.00
1 Answer Key $15.30 
1 Quiz & Test Answer Key $6.75



Grade 1

Studying God’s Story

Sunrise Bible Overview

View sample pages from all 
levels of Christian Light Bible 
on our website.

All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man 
of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto 
all good works.
– 2 Timothy 3:16, 17

The Bible is a story—God’s story. But reading and studying 
the Bible is not the same as reading and studying literature. 
For this reason, Christian Light’s Bible curriculum has 
both devotional and educational aspects.

While our Bible curriculum teaches culture and geography 
alongside Bible stories and principles, it is most important 
that each student see God’s heart through Bible. God’s 
inspired Word is living and active! God is still writing 
His story as the future unfolds, and our children can be 
part of it.

Grades 1 & 2
Lessons include a Bible story and activity page. 
Students are not tested on their work.

Grades 3-6
Lessons are built on Bible stories that are 
retold in the student LightUnits. Grades 3 & 4 
include a LightUnit based on a fictional story 
that teaches Jewish culture. Grades 5 & 6 
include exercises with a specific focus: Know 
God, Know Your Bible, Lay of the Land, Those 
Curious Customs, and Take It to Heart.

Grades 7-9
Students read Bible selections guided by com-
mentary. Material is based on the King James 
Version of the Bible. Students may read from 
other versions, but the wording will not match 
for some exercises.

Grade 4

Grade 6



Select Books From Other Publishers
Committed Darryl Derstine
As a boy, Vince was crazy about airplanes. When he grew up, he became a bomber 
pilot during the Vietnam War. But Vince's passion for his career began to interfere 
with his family life. As his world fell apart, he realized he had been committed to the 
wrong things. A gripping true story of repairing relationships, seeking God's will, 
and finding a higher purpose.

241805 $19.99 448 pages, 6 x 9, CAM  Books

Dear Julia Elizabeth S. Riall
This book of fictional letters from an experienced teacher 
to her cousin Julia, a first-year teacher, is a delightful and 
invigorating read. Teachers will enjoy the letter writer’s 
keen wit, thoughtful perspectives, forthright opinions, and 
voice of experience. Set in an Amish school, Dear Julia is of 
interest to teachers in any school setting.

242040 $12.25 325 pages, 5¾ x 8¾, Pathway Publishers

Faith of Our Fathers Romaine Stauffer
This easy-to-read book tells the story of five founders of 
Anabaptism: Conrad Grebel, Felix Manz, George Blaurock, 
Michael Sattler, and Menno Simons. These men all 
suffered for their faith. Will we remain faithful through 
the tests of our day?

274115 $12.99 127 pages, 5¼ x 8, CAM  Books

Faithful Unto Death Marcia Bender
Persecution is not easy to think about, but throughout history, 
it has been a reality for countless Christians. These twenty 
stories adapted from the Martyrs Mirror show the steadfast 
faith of brave men and women who suffered for Jesus.

264040 $15.99 189 pages, 6 x 9, CAM  Books

Mari Jo’s Secret Loreen Martin
Cheerful Mari Jo helps Mama when her siblings are “too busy” or don’t feel like 
it. She is rewarded for her helpfulness. This story is modeled on the story of Little 
Red Hen and encourages children to be happy helpers.

264045 $9.99 45 pages, 7¼ x 8¼, CAM  Books
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Christian Light Publications, Inc is a nonprofit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) ministry. Founded in 1969, Christian 
Light is dedicated to proclaiming God’s truth through a wide range of Christian literature including books, 
tracts, Sunday school material, school and homeschool curriculum, and more. This Newsletter is published 
bimonthly for friends, supporters, and people interested in Christian Light’s products and ministry.

S H I P P I N G  R AT E S
FREE OVER $70!

USA & CANADA
$70 or less $7
Over $70 FREE

RUSH (Min. $10) 15%

INTERNATIONAL
$100 or less $15.00
Over $100 15%

P.O. Box 1212
1051 Mt. Clinton Pike 
Harrisonburg, VA 22803-1212

1-800-776-0478
orders@christianlight.org
christianlight.org

Add confidence, subtract confusion, 

SEE THE DIFFERENCE!
Christian Light Math blends simplicity, rigor, 

and review to help students thrive.

Try free math lessons at 
christianlight.org/math.

Download Sample 
Math Lessons!

Photo credit: The illustration of Dirk Willems used on the first page of the Jan-Feb newsletter is copyrighted by 
and used by permission from Scroll Publishing.


