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Christian Education for Sudanese Refugees

Ismail is a composite character who embodies stories told to Christian Light personnel who interacted with Sudanese

refugees in Egypt.

April 15,2023 - Khartoum, Sudan

The sun beat down as I headed home on the dusty street.
The air was still, like the stillness before a thunderstorm.
I heard terrified wailing and met Ammi (mother) racing
toward me. “Come inside, Ismail. The war has begun.”

I was only seven, but I knew how much the head of the
army hated the leader of the rebel forces. Ammi held me
and Fahim close. “Boys, we must leave. Fighting started
near the capitol building this morning.” The capitol
building—that’s where my Abu (dad) is stationed with
the rebel forces!

Ammi was still talking. “Aunt Farah is coming to pick
us up. We’re going to the Egyptian border tonight.” My
mind was reeling. My friends, my home, my school . ..

Two weeks later

The Egyptians won’t let us cross the border, and Ammi
says it’s not safe in our camp. Ammi or Aunt Farah must
stay awake at night to watch us and our things.

One night while on my mat, I hear a new word:
“smuggler.” It slides off my tongue as I fall sleep. I'm
wakened in the night by Ammi shaking me. Aunt Farah
herds Fahim and me to a truck. A man tells us to get into
the back, but it’s more like climbing a mountain of people
already packed in. The man climbs into the cab.

The truck lurches and picks up speed, straining under its
load. Aunt Farah holds me tight. Ammi holds Fahim at the
back against the tailgate. I wonder about Abu. Is he safe?

Behind us are headlights. The truck speeds up to a ridic-
ulous pace. It lurches violently as we hit a hole. Ammi
and others are crying. Fahim is gone! We must turn back
to get him! We scream at the driver to go back, but he
only speeds up. That’s how we enter Egypt— Ammi, Aunt
Farah, and me.

We live in a tiny room on the tenth floor of a building in
Cairo. Other refugees are here too. Some days we have
enough money to buy some rice, but other days . .. We
can only thank God that we’re still alive.

Six months later

Aunt Farah had news about a job for me. The Makani
Café was hiring but wouldn’t employ Sudanese women.
Aunt Farah took me to the café and pleaded with the
manager to give me the job. He hired me on the spot. I
will be washing dishes and sweeping the floor.

Ammi also had good news. Today she learned about an
organization that is starting a learning center near our
apartment. Ammi wants me to attend. I don’t know how
to read, and I think it will all be in English.

Two months later

I have been working every day except Friday. I start
at 6:00 p.m. and work until 4:00 a.m. I earn 8oo EGP
(~$16.50) per week. I want to stop, but Ammi says I can’t
or we will starve. She also wants me to go to the learning
center. How I can learn when I am so tired?

I just came home from my first day at the center. The
teachers, also refugees from Sudan, are kind. There are
twenty-five students in a small room. We sit on the floor
and look at the small whiteboard Teacher Malaki uses.

Three weeks later

I have made lots of friends at school and can say the English
alphabet. I like to pray the Lord’s Prayer, and I have started
teaching it to Ammi and Aunt Farah. I get some food at
school every day. I fall asleep in almost every class.

I don’t like the walk home from the center. Last Thursday,
Egyptian boys were waiting for me at the gate. One of them
grabbed my bag and dumped it on the ground. While I was
picking up my pencil and notebook, he kicked me.



I started running, and they followed me, throwing rocks. I
ran and ran. I thought I was heading home, but when they
stopped following me, I didn’t know where I was.

For two days, I asked for help. People ignored me, thinking
I was a beggar. On the third day, I met a kind Egyptian man
sweeping the street. He asked if he could post my infor-
mation on Facebook to see if anyone was looking for me. I
really missed my teachers, so I told him my name and my
teacher’s name.

Sure enough, someone from the learning center messaged
that they were looking for me. I was so excited to see
Teacher Malaki come on the bus to take me home.

Ayear later

I’m still working at the café and going to the learning
center. I am learning to read in English, and I’'m excited
to learn more about Jesus. Someday I hope to go back to
Sudan and help rebuild it after the war.

Students lining up at the learning center in Cairo.
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Christian Light and Egypt

Interest in our curriculum has been growing interna-
tionally. One place it is being used is Egypt. Another
nonprofit has started learning centers in Cairo to
provide education for children in Sudanese refugee
communities. Over one thousand students are
currently enrolled.

Christian Light, in conjunction with Christian Aid
Ministries, is partnering with this nonprofit to provide
curriculum and teacher training. We are enabling
them to print Christian Light curriculum in Egypt.

Christian Light has trained two cohorts of Sudanese
teachers in Egypt, with plans to train a third group
this fall. These teachers aim to raise a generation of
Sudanese children who follow Jesus, and who will
someday return home to create a new Sudan.

When asked what message should be shared with
America, a teacher, with tears in her eyes, replied,
“Tell them that lives and families are being changed.”
Join us in praying for the work of Christian educa-
tion in Egypt!

Along with your prayers, you
may be interested in supporting
this work financially.

It costs Christian Light approximately $250 to train one
Sudanese teacher in Egypt. Here is how to donate: scan the
QR code, visit christianlight.org/donate, or earmark your
check for International Teacher Training and mail it to PO
Box 1212, Harrisonburg, VA 22803-1212. All donations are
tax-deductible.
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Science 3

This new third-grade course leads students to study
health and safety, learn how body systems work, and
glorify God in their bodies, which are His!

Course Components

5 LightUnits $27.75
2 Answer Keys $12.80
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Homemaker’s Friend 2027 Daily Planner
Moms are busy people. With good planning and God’s help, you can fill your role successfully
and take time for what matters most. This popular planner features perforated shopping lists,

perforated corners, two
pockets, a magnetic
bookmark, and more.
Includes friendship
coupons that help you
build relationships and
do kind deeds.

846127 $18.95 5%x8%

Contact us ahead of the 2026-27 school term!

christianlight.org/enroll (for homeschools)

christianlight.org/partner (for schools)

I’m VERY picky about planners. This is one is my absolute

favorite planner. I've used it for years. The layout is

perfect for me as a stay-at-home, homeschooling mom.

Meal planner and shopping lists are great too.
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Math Matters

Math is a very practical subject, something that shows up

every day in our lives as adults. Christian Light Math uses a » The lessons introduce new concepts at a
spiral learning method to make learning easier and increase simple level and gradually build on them.
comprehension.

Approximately thirty percent of a lesson is new material, and » The curriculum revisits important ideas

the rest is review. This incremental approach keeps learning regularly, adding more detail each time.

from becoming overwhelming. Instead of making students .
» The structured review process cements

master difficult concepts before moving on, new skills are . ,
concepts into your student’s memory.

introduced gradually and reinforced over time.

it page, Grade 4

sample LightUn

For Grades 4-9, two study
options are available: a LightUnit
workbook format and a textbook
format. You choose. LightUnits

allow students to do their work

right on the page. Textbooks are
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more colorful and enable easier

reference to previous units.
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3 Sample textbook page,Grade 7
| LOVE the beautiful simplicity and organization of Christian
Light. My kids honestly do their work without complaint and

look forward to all the little interesting facts, graphs, and

stories built into the math curriculum. - Canada My eldest was really struggling with math and language arts,

which made our homeschool days challenging and discouraging.

Making the switch to Christian Light was truly the best decision

we could have made—it completely transformed our homeschool
Visit christianlight.org/math journey. The structure, clarity, and approach have helped rebuild
to learn more, and to download confidence and brought joy back into learning. - lllinois
sample math lessons.
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New Storybooks With
Real-Life Lessons

Different susannaWenger

Hosanna understands she has ADHD, but she’s convinced she can handle it alone.
When a painful misunderstanding forces her to face how deeply her struggles
affect her life, she must make a choice: keep hiding or finally open that closet
door and let someone in. Through friendships with hurting people like foster
child Karissa and lonely Hailey, Hosanna learns that everyone fights secret
battles, and that compassion changes everything. A fictional story.

265785 $12.95 177 pages, 5% x 8%

No Easy Pathway sandraStrite

“Why did this have to happen now?” Margaret wrote in her journal. “Hasn’t God
been teaching me that I could serve Him better single?” Margaret’s courtship expe-
riences had been tumultuous. Twice, she had allowed love to make her heart tender
and vulnerable. God had led her through the wilderness of emotions and indecision
to a place of rest and fulfillment. Was she ready to risk starting a relationship again?
This fictionalized story encourages young people to face the challenges of courtship
with courage and faith, trusting God to work in spite of human failings.

265915 $13.95 239pages,5%x 8%

Jerry’s Wild Ride Rosalyn Nolt
In this sequel to Something to Crow
About, Jeremiah Shank’s daydreams
carry him far from math facts and
missed recesses to a land where

he can be anyone or anything. Will
Jerry’s Wild Ride race on, or will he
rein in his imagination and learn to
face his problems? Illustrated in color.

265661 $14.95 40pages,hardcover,6%x 8

Something to Crow About RosalynNolt
Jeremiah is lonely and miserable at

his new school until a crow he
befriends teaches him a lesson.

Told with rollicking rhymes, Something
to Crow About is an entertaining story
with a serious message about kindness
and friendship.

265660 $14.95 36 pages,hardcover,6%x 8
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@ P.O.Box 1212
1051 Mt. Clinton Pike
Harrisonburg, VA 22803-1212

© 1-800-776-0478
&4 orders@christianlight.org
@ christianlight.org

SHIPPING RATES
FREE OVER $70!

$700rless $7
Over $70 FREE

RUSH (Min. $10) 15%
$1000rless $15.00
Over $100 15%

Learnabout
Christian Light’s
workin Egypt

USA & CANADA

INTERNATIONAL See page 1

Christian Light Publications, Inc is a nonprofit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) ministry. Founded in 1969, Christian
Light is dedicated to proclaiming God’s truth through a wide range of Christian literature including books,
tracts, Sunday school material, school and homeschool curriculum, and more. This Newsletter is published
bimonthly forfriends, supporters,and peopleinterestedin Christian Light’s products and ministry.

23] Personal Finance

Pe rSO n a l Handling money well is not only a critical life skill, but it also has

spiritual implications. This course teaches high school students

L ]
F I n a n C e Biblical attitudes of stewardship as well as practical skills.

> Budgeting and Taxes

|
|

»  Debt and Insurance

christianlight.org/
personalfinance

»  Transportation and Housing

Advertisements, Investments,

P
-

and Fraud
»  Introduction to Business

»  And more!

Course Components
Textbook $69.95 461 pages, hardcover
Student Material $53.05
$23.50
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